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Nursing on
the FrontLinePEOPLE

Edith Cavell

Edith Cavell was a nurse during 
the First World War, and famous 
for helping to treat soldiers from 
both sides of the war, without 
discrimination. Cavell was trained 
as a nurse in England, and worked 
in Belgium during the war. She 
helped about 200 soldiers 
escaped Belgium, which was 
occupied by the Germans during 

the war. She was caught and executed by the Germans. 

Born: 4th December 1865 Died: 12 October 1915

Mary Seacole

Mary Seacole was born 
in Jamaica to a Scottish 
father and Jamaican 
mother in 1805. Her 
mother was a “doctress”, 
or healer, who passed 
on her skills to Mary. 
 
She applied to the War 
O�ce in Britain on the 
outbreak of the Crimean 
War to assist as a nurse, 
but she was refused. Seacole decided to travel to 
Crimea herself, and set up a “British Hotel” behind 
the lines. Seacole was awarded the Jamaican Order 
of Merit posthumously (after her death) in 1991. 

Florence Nightingale

Florence Nightingale is considered the founder of modern nursing, turning 
it into the profession we see today when we go to the hospital. Nightingale 
became famous as the “Lady of the Lamp” in the Crimean War, so called as 
she would make the rounds of the wounded soldiers at night.  After the 
war, she set up the Nightingale Training School, located at St. Thomas’ 
Hospital in London. This nursing school helped train nurses in a new, 
modern way of treating patients.

Born: 1805 Died: 14th May 1881

Born: 12th May1820 Died: 13th August 1910

Edith Cavell, Mary Seacole and 
Florence Nightingale were famous 
nurses. They changed what people 
thought about healthcare and 
looking after people.

Christopher Columbus was an Italian explorer who is famous 
for discovering the New World. Today we call this the 
Americas.

Columbus started his journey on the 3rd August 1492. 10 
weeks later they discovered land on the 12th October 1492. 
This date is still celebrated in America as Columbus Day.

Full Name: 
Christopher Columbus

Nationality: Italian

Born: 31st October 1451

Died: 20th May 1506

Who was Christopher Columbus?

PEOPLE Christopher
Columbus

Many people think Christopher Columbus 
discovered the New World �rst. However a Viking 
called Leif Erikson was the �rst European to 
discover North America. This 
was nearly 500 years 
before Columbus. 
Why do you think 
Leif Erikson isn’t as 
famous as 
Columbus?

Leif Erikson
The New World

Columbus brought back many new and 
exciting things from the New World, 
including:

•  Turkeys
•  Hammocks
•  Tobacco
•  Pineapples
•  Bananas
•  Potatoes
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